Vertical transmission of HIV--a rediscussion of testing.
It is worthwhile reconsidering the debate on mandatory or voluntary testing for HIV antibody among women of childbearing age, in the light of recent virological and therapeutic discoveries that have altered the parameters of the issue. The therapeutic possibilities of reducing the risk of transmission for women confirmed as seropositive are an incontestable benefit for anyone who is aware of her serological status; the fact of being able to detect real infection at birth could mean that causing unnecessary distress to the antibody positive but uninfected newborn infant is avoided. Medical professionals now have convincing arguments to persuade women at risk to accept the test when it is offered. But, in any case, the voluntary nature of the decision for testing must be respected.